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The 81st National FFA Convention was 

an exciting experience for thousands of 

FFA members from across the nation.  

There was an attendance of 54,731 

members, advisors, parents, and 

supporters that converged on 

Indianapolis, Indiana, for the event at the 

end of October.  Alabama had over 580 

of the attendees participating in 

competitions, workshops, convention 

sessions, and other activities. 

 

Eufaula High School won first place in 

the Chevron Delo National Tractor 

Restoration Program.  Eufaula FFA 

students and advisor, Buster Padgett, 

fully restored a 1946 Case DC tractor to 

its original condition. 

 

Noah Sims, an Alabama FFA member at 

Falkville High School, was selected as 

the nationôs overall top winner of the 

prestigious Agricultural Mechanics 

Energy Systems Entrepreneurship 

Award.  Sims was one of only four 

students from across the nation chosen to 

compete for this special award.  After 

school each day, Sims constructs and 

repairs ammonia absorption 

refrigeration systems.  His 

responsibilities have grown from just 

cleaning the refrigeration units to now 

designing, welding, and fabricating 

them.  Sims received a national plaque 

and $1,000.  Simôs advisor is Shane 

Bryan. 

 

Bethany Lewis, Alabama FFA member 

from Ashford High School, was one of 

only four students selected nationwide 

to compete in this yearôs National Dairy 

Production competition.  Bethany 

works at a dairy farm each day after 

school and is a third generation dairy 

farmer.  In the beginning, she only 

helped with feeding the calves, but now 

she assists in managing the companyôs 

records, oversees the animal health care 

program, and assists with breeding 

management.  In recognition of being 

selected a national finalist, Lewis 

received $500. 

 

We had several state-winning Career 

Development Event (CDE) Teams 

representing Alabama in the National 

competition.  The following list identifies 

those teams and the results of their efforts.  

A special recognition goes to Richard 

Farrow and the Horseshoe Bend FFA 

Forestry Team for placing 2nd in the 

Nation. 

 

www.alabamaffa.org 

The Alabama FFA Association attends the 81st National FFA Convention 
Pictured are the members, advisors, and supporters of the Alabama FFA Association attending the state 

photograph session at the Annual National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. 


