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Zachary Jones 

State President 
 

 ñYour 2008-2009 State President 

from the North District is Mr. Zachary 

Jones!!ò I worked years to hear those 

words, and I still get chills every time I 

think about that exciting day.  Those 

words were just the beginning of the 

amazing journey of being an FFA state 

officer.   

This past summer, I had the 

opportunity to attend the most exciting 

programs and conferences that the 

National FFA Organization has to offer. I 

became close friends with some of the 

coolest people from across the country, 

and while these were all truly great 

experiences, they were all leading up to 

the one thing I was looking forward to 

more than anything else, State Presidentsô 

Conference (SPC). 

 On July 22 State FFA Secretary 

Michelle Vasbinder and I met at the 

Atlanta Airport and boarded a plane to 

Washington, D.C., for SPC. There is only 

one word that describes my experience in 

our nationôs capitol: EMPOWERING!! 

We were empowered by our nationôs 

leaders; Secretary of Education, Ms. 

Margret Spellings; and Secretary of 

Agriculture, Mr. Ed Schafer, addressed 

us in a meeting at the United States 

Department of Agriculture.  We also had 

the opportunity to meet President 

George W. Bush in the White House. 

We empowered progress through 

meetings with senators and congressmen 

and encouraged them to continue to 

support agricultural education and the 

National FFA Organization. We 

empowered others by meeting with the 

public in many different activities, such 

as touring the city, laying a wreath at the 

Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, attending 

a Baltimore Orioles game, witnessing the 

Sunset Parade at the Marine Corps 

Memorial, and at an FFA Alumni Dinner 

at our hotel.  The most important event 

of the week was empowering FFA by 

starting the delegate process for National 

Convention. 

 I look forward to the upcoming 

year, and to meeting many of you. It 

would be my honor to come visit some 

of your chapters. My contact 

information, as well as all the State 

Officer Teams, is on the Web site. Also, 

Facebook users, there is an Alabama 

Association Group that we are using as 

another way of providing news, stories, 

ideas, and anything else out there for 

everyone to see. We encourage you to join 

this group and use it as a resource.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandy Feltman 

State Vice President 
 

What do you think about when I 

say FFA? Do you think of thousands who 

have a love for agriculture or do you think 

of many who promote premier leadership, 

personal growth, and career success? When 

I think of FFA, a lot of hopes, dreams, and 

ambitions come to my mind. Where else is 

there to start than right in your own school? 

Well, let me rephrase that, in your own 

FFA chapter. FFA has opened up a lot of 

www.alabamaffa.org 

The Alabama FFA District Officersô Leadership Conference (DOLC) was held in 

Columbiana, Alabama, at the Alabama 4-H Center, on June 27-28, 2008.  

Pictured above are the District and State Officers of the Alabama FFA 

Association present for the leadership conference. DOLC is a leadership 

development conference conducted by the State FFA Officers each year for the 

District FFA Officers to enhance their leadership and presentation skills for their 

year of service to the association and the district they represent. 


