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honored to serve as State FFA President. Nand it was important to establish where we weragoi
experiences in the FFA have been most rewardirand what we wanted to accomplish. It was awesome
as | have interacted with advisors and membeto find out that we were all wanting to head in the
across the state. This year | have seen firsthasame direction, towards making a difference inesttid
how the FFA has enriched the lives of members (success.
the Alabama FFA Association. | know that the FFA | have a short story for you about making a
has helped to “Make It Real” for over 460,000difference. An old man was walking along the beach,
members by giving them opportunities to strengthewhen he came upon a part of the sand where
leadership skills and develop talents that willphelthousands of starfish had washed ashore. A little
them succeed in future careers. | am thankfuhéo t further down the beach he saw a young woman, who
. . FFA for all the wonderful experiences it has giverwas picking up the starfish one at a time and ngssi
One MISSIO"lStUdent 8uccess me and hope that future generations of students wthem back into the ocean. "Silly girl," he excladne
1 continue to benefit from all that the FFA has tc"You can't possibly save all of these starfish. réfse
offer. too many." The woman smiled and said, "I know. But
| can save this one, " and she tossed anothetthito
ocean, "and this one", toss, "and this one..."

o

CHRIS RANDOLPH TONI DEASON You can start focusing on Your One Missiorhtig
. ice- i now. Start slowly changing the world, and inspiring
President Vice-President everyone you meet to become a success! No one may

As you know by now, we six have been

together for exactly one year. When we first met, notice now what you have impacted, but It does

The FFA has made a positive difference in ifey |
matter. When you come to this year's convention

and in the lives of millions of other agricultureWasn,t sure what we all had in common excent th
students as we live by the theme “One Missior PtMvell introduce you to some people who have made a

Student Success’. My FFA experience began o\ 2! knew we wanted to change things. Weygeence in our lives, and are still helping us aur
way, our parents and advisors. You will hear

four years ago when | joined the Jacksonville FF/W:J“eC%J% m;lfe @giﬁﬁéﬁnc&z t&?sggﬂq'sltgggi
Chapter. As a Greenhand, | thoroughly enjoyed m)éuccess y ' addresses from motivational leaders. And you will
introduction to the FFA and discovered the power ¢ I've élwa s known that | wanted to be in th(meet other members from wonderful chapters who
the FFA after attending the 1999 Alabama State FFIead Pla iny follow the leader was mv game awiII be able to share with you the hard work theyé
Convention. Through my classroom instruction an‘long.as Izvag the one in front. So whenyl gecamedone in their chapters and communities.
my involvement in my SAE, | expanded my ) S If not for FFA, this officer team would neveave
knowledge of agriculture. My FFA advisors, Mr'IF::;{rtnot]:)T/I(frkwe?:getgzlmsﬁéemgglrce\r/vfzrrz Llrgi(jtcome together to focus on One Mission: Student
Harold Lipscomb and Mr. John R. Whaley, ' Success. Some people would call us crazy for
encouraged me to become active in the FFA and take
advantage of all the opportunities afforded to FFA
members.

In ninth grade, | participated in additionatiaities 2002-2003 STATE
above the chapter level. | attended the firstomai
convention held in Louisville, Kentucky, and OFFICER TEAM
participated in the county and district forestrgging .
competitions. At the state convention, | had th: The officers are:
opportunity to serve on the Courtesy Corps witl
future state reporter Daniel Ganus. After seehmg t (ba(.:k I’OW)
impact the FFA has made on the lives of othe Christopher Randolph,
members, | decided, with encouragement from m State President
advisors, to run for a district office. | remembet (middle |-l‘)
traveling to Eclectic for my district officer canfdite .
interview where | had the opportunity to meet mahy COdy Elland,
tge risinsg I(_etﬁdersc;n Ifhngth'ir}:IIUdin? Thomzs tlt-:a” State Sentinel

race Smith, and Lybbi Stieffel. sense es .
members’ enthusiasm for the FFA, and | feel thairth Daniel Ganus,
inspiration helped me become a more effectiv State Reporter
member. Although | was not selected as a distrit f |-

. HHOU (front I-r)
officer, the interview process strengthened meras i .
individual. It also challenged me to become mor 10NI Deason,
involved in the FFA and strive to become a distric State Vice President
officer the following spring.

| was fortunate to have the opportunity toreeas Crystal Bradley,
Central District President my Junior year of higr State Treasurer
sghO(t)I.th Frg?Athiscg)osit‘ion,ﬂl] W?hs_ltl)ettefr able_emrm Jennifer Himburg,
about the and enjoy the thrills of serving as
national delegate. | also had the privilege oftivig State Secretary
several area FFA chapters and participating i
prepared public speaking events. This year | ai
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Sentinel

Washington D.C. where | had the chance to medn workshops throughout the year. This experience
with our nation’s leaders, including Presidentwith the FFA has greatly encouraged me to work
George W. Bush. | have also attended numeroudiligently to prepare myself for the future. | leav
leadership conferences that have helped me fearned to communicate and interact well with
become a better leader and become successfpeople from all walks of life.
Had FFA not given me that first opportunity, none Joe Barker said, “Vision without action is
of these experiences would exist. It reminds me cmerely a dream. Action without vision just passes
one of my favorite quotes by Walt Disney. “All of the time. Vision with action can change the
our dreams can come true, if we have the couracqworld”. As | embark on my journey to my future
to pursue them.” career, | have a vision. Thanks to the FFA, | ptan
You can choose to take advantage of thmake this vision an action. | feel that this
opportunities that FFA gives you, or you canorganization has encouraged me to not merely
choose not to. However, remember thesdream, but to obtain.
opportunities could help make you successful
When asked the question, “Do you considel
yourself successful?”, how will you respond? Only
you can decide what success is to you, and on
you can decide if you are successful.

CODY EILAND

Sentinel
This year's FFA slogan, One Mission: Student
Success, has really impacted my life. | have noted
CRYSTAL BRADLEY this year that this slogan holds true, FFA has
changed the lives of young people as well as my
Treasurer own life. | started FFA in the ninth grade, and it
The theme for this year is “One Mission:was then that | found a love and desire for
Student Success” and it could not be more truesomething. Throughout my ninth grade year | was
Over and over again, whether it is in my ownalways looking for something | could do. At the
experiences through the FFA or if it is myend of the year, | was elected to be a chapterenffi

observation of other members in chapter visitsmy tenth grade year. That next year was a good
leadership workshops or conventions, one thinistart for me. Working with older FFA members on
holds true. FFA makes a positive difference in thoour officer team gave me something to look
lives of students by developing their potential forforward to, and at the end of that year | was re-
thinking we could change the world in such a shorpremier leadership, personal growth and careeelected a chapter officer. My eleventh grade year |
time, but the people who are crazy enough to thinsuccess through agricultural education. It is atook on an enormous responsibility being our
they can change the world, are the ones who do. awesome organization and | am so thankful that chapter Vice-President. That was quite a job, &nd i
was given the opportunity to serve you as a statwas there that | really began to feel that | was
officer. helping to make decisions to change our chapter to
You as members, by living according to thefurther student success. At the conclusion of that
Secretary motto during the past 74 years, hgve deve_loped intyear, | m_ade a life-changing decision, to run for a
o ) industry leaders. You're making a differencestate office. Through the whole process, | have
Achieving the goals you have set is the me&aetir 4,1 a variety of careers from catfish productio seen what FFA means to other people and the
success! As you go through life you will find p&®p 1, 4gricultural marketing, to top CEO’s of manyexpectations FFA members had to fill. Being
and organizations that will provide opportuniti&s t ompanies in Alabama. | thank you for all you deelected State Sentinel was great and unexplainable;
help you in achieving success. FFA is a greagng for supporting the Alabama FFA Associationalso, at the end of my Junior year, | was eleated t
example of one of these organizations. _See you at the Convention! serve as our chapter's President. So far my Senior
FFA helps each of its 460,000 members achiev year has been jammed packed with activities; it's
success each year. The opportunities that FFAsffe been great, working with peers and adults in my

help you to achieve success. FFA offers man DANIEL GANUS chapter and community, and growing my
different possibilities, CDEs, leadership confers)c Reporter leadership and speaking skills. Now that | am a
worldwide travel, and other endless possibilities ; ; ;
However, you have to put forth the efforl)’t to attenc As a high school Freshman, | became ver,g;aa?ga;:c? t?ljmosréel Ii?gvlf/ ltaﬁeck':(l):r;n;);shlggasggoz
and_particpate i these opportunites t0_becominvolved in the FFA organization. | served as A B ok 10 the EEA and am orever
successful. Arthur Ashe once said, “Success is chapter officer, and began to participate in vasiou; ; ;
journey, not a destination. The doing is usualtyren ﬁalfeeg d_evelopn;]ent events. Thes;} events higdﬁk;tﬁ;jet\?VittEsu?;ﬁgr;a:rgAS;):;eittlg(?:nl Strcyg:gstmr;k
important than the outcome. * helped give me the opportunity to enhance my selly) o' emories made over the past four years can
When asked, “Do | consider myself successfuliimprovement in many areas. As | associated WIt|A . .
the answer is always YES! One thing that has aideother FFA members from different chapters, Igre\gerdt;(; raetpﬁggghX\llhgg:\e/Llrtn\i/gs ?g:r): |2at)t1(§hs(,)hsc;p
the most in my success is the FFA. FFA has pravidedecided that | wanted to better serve my feIIOV\times were priceless ’
many opportunities to help me succeed. ThrougFFA members by running for a district office. That '
some of the opportunities offered | was able torsge year, | was chosen as District FFA Treasurer. Th
potential and decide what would be beneficial fer. m following year | obtained the office of District AF
In the fall of 2001, | was given the opportunity to Sentinel. ~ During this time | attended the
attend National Convention as a delegate. | bahrdeWashington Leadership Conference in Washingtor
the plane that October morning with 14 otherD.C. The training that | received helped me tc
individuals that impacted my life forever. While a grow in confidence and self-motivation, | was
the 74" National FFA Convention | decided then toencouraged by the things | did in the FFA to
not only run for a district officer, but a statdioér as become the best | could be. Leadership workshog
well. | returned home with a different outlook foy ~ showed me how to obtain my personal goals b
future. having the power and determination to achieve
In April of 2002, | began district and statiicer  them.
interviews at the district level. | was theslected to The following year | was chosen to serve as a
continue and run for state office at the stateAlabama delegate to the National FFA Conventior
convention in June. | worked hard and knew that where | was exposed to even more FFA leader
had done my best. | was overjoyed when my namfrom across the country. This experience furthere
was called as your 2002-2003 State Secretary. |HacMy desire to obtain higher leadership positions. A
not been given that first opportunity to attendthe end of my Junior year, | reached one of my
National Convention, | doubt that | would have runpersonal goals, which was to become a state FF
for a state office. This past year has given mmeso officer. After being elected as the Alabama Stat
awesome opportunities. | have met hundreds cFFA Reporter, | obtained a world of information as
friends from across the nation. | was able toaray | traveled and worked with the other state officers

Exec. Secretary Ben Scheierman
State Department of Education

JENNIFER HIMBURG



PROGRAM
74th ANNUAL FFA STATE CONVENTION
JUNE 2, 3, 4, 5, 2003

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

Monday, June 2
Livestock CDE (Auburn)
Small Engines CDE (Auburn)
Forestry CDE (Auburn)
Nursery/Landscape &
Floriculture CDE (Montgomery Civic Center)
Agricultural Mechanics CDE (Prattville)
Poultry CDE (Auburn)
Agricultural Construction & Maintenance CDE
(MCC)
Parliamentary Procedure CDE (MCC)
State FFA Officer Candidates Interviews Begin
(MCC)
Tuesday. June 3
Registration (MCC)
Safe Tractor Driving Contest (Montgomery)
Public Speaking CDE Finals (MCC)
String Band Contest Finals (MCC)
Courtesy Corps Meeting (MCC)
Delegate Business Session (MCC)

2:00 p.m. OPENING SESSION

Opening Ceremony

National Anthem

Invocation —Grace Smith,
Billingsley

Greetings —Senator Curt Lee

Greetings — Seth Heinert,
National FFA Secretary,
Hullett, Wyoming

Introduction of State & National
Officer Candidates

Wall of Honor Inductees—
Laymon Phillips

CDE Awards —
Parliamentary Procedure,
Prepared Public Speaking

1°* Place Public Speaking Winner

Keynote Speaker —
Jeremiah Castille

Adjourn

7:30 p.m. SECOND SESSION

National Chapter Awards
Honor Parents of State Officers
Future Farmer/Agribusinessman of the Year
Mindy Stringer Memorial Scholarship Award
Honor Advisors of State Officers
Address — National Secretary,
Seth Heinert, Hullett, Wyoming
“Leadership by Trust”
Proficiency Awards -
Forest Management, Landscape Management,
Fruit / Vegetable Production, Nursery Operations
Turf Grass Management, Floriculture,
Home & Community Development,
Diversified Crop Production
Awards — String Band Contest
1*' Place String Band
Closing Ceremony

9:30 p.m. DANCE NIGHT
Join us after the last session of the day for a dance with fellow FFA
members till 11:00 p.m.
Wednesday. June 4
9:00 a.m. THIRD SESSION
Opening Ceremony
Crime Prevention Awards
M. K. Heath Animal Health Award
CDE Awards—
Nursery & Landscape, Floriculture, Forestry,
Land , Poultry, Livestock, Agricultural Mechanics,
Agricultural Const. & Maint., Small Engines,
Safe Tractor Driving
Proficiency Awards -
Agricultural Mechanics
Agricultural Sales / Service
Quartet Contest
Adjourn
1:30 p.m. FOURTH SESSION
State FFA Degree Ceremony —
Civic Center Auditorium
Leadership Workshops
Seth Heinert, Room M
Devin Dotson, Room N
7:30 p.m. FIFTH SESSION
Star Farmer Ceremony
Honorary State FFA Degrees
Miss Alabama Agriculture —
Melissa McCord
Proficiency Awards -
Equine Science, Beef Production,
Poultry Production, Swine Production,
Enviro. Sci. & Nat. Res. Mgmt.,
Specialty Animal Production,
Dairy Production, Wildlife Management,
Special Area Proficiency Awards
Awards —
Quartet Contest
Entertainment - 1% Place Quartet
Closing Ceremony
Thursday, June S
9:00 a.m. SIXTH SESSION
Opening Ceremony
State Officers’ Report
Election of Officers
Installation of State Officers
Entertainment —
“The Bailey Family”
Closing Ceremony




The Bailey Family will entertain Thursday morning
with their blend of bluegrass and gospel music during

Jeremiah Castille played college football at the the Sixth Session.

University of Alabama and as a professional.
He is a very gifted and dynamic preacher and
currently works with the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. He will provide a keynote
address during the opening session.

Seth Heinert is the National FFA Secretary
from Hullett, Wyoming. He will be provid-

Miss Alabama Agriculture Melissa McCord is a ing a keynote address entitled “Leadership by
student at Troy State University and hails from Trust” during the Second Session, as well as
Andalusia. She will appear on the Wednesday a leadership workshop on Wednesday at 1:30

evening program. p.m. called “Reaching the Summit.”



